Pathfinder Program: Mentorship and Guidance for Fatherless Youth Students
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Logic Model "~ Introduction N

Fatherlessness is a pervasive issue in the United States, with approximately one in four children growing up in single-parent

households (Census Bureau, 2019). Fatherless individuals are at increased risk of negative outcomes, including:

e|ncreased confidence for e Lower academic achievement.
college and the workforce e Worse mental health (McLanahan, 2009).
Outcomes | (eoincreased Emotional e Increased risk of crime and premature death.
Intelligence Mentorship programs have been shown to be effective in mitigating these effects but low-income communities may not have

| d . access (DuBois et al., 2002). Social determinants of health, such as poverty and lack of access to healthcare, can further
o.ncrea.se preparatlon, exacerbate the negative effects of father absence (House, 2002). Therefore, it is important to promote equity in access to
including higher ACT scores \Eentorship programs for fatherless individuals to address the need for positive role models and support for this population. /
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Inputs mentors, engaging students We encountered several barriers and challenges that required creative solutions, including logistical challenges, such as

and their parents scheduling conflicts and communication issues. Through this Fellowship, we learned valuable skills in program development,

eDiscussions with Grissom community engagement as well as the implementation of programming created in conjunction with mentees. We also
\/ school board, creation of gained a deepe.r.understanding of the challenges faced by fatherless individuals and the importance of mentorship in
: promoting positive outcomes.

sessions, schedules, and

outlines. To sustain our mentorship program, we plan to secure funding, expand our reach, and continue evaluating the program's
eReaching out to experts to impact based on feedback from stakeholders. Our goal is to provide ongoing mentorship and support to promote positive

lead sessions \o\utcomes and resilience in this vulnerable population. /




